Janet Smith, the judge who chaired the Shipman inquiry, has called for students to be put on the UK General Medical Council's medical register to establish that they have the right values and attitudes to practise patient centred medicine.
Speaking at a GMC conference on medical education earlier this week, she said the fifth report of the inquiry highlighted the need to ensure that people become fit and proper doctors and that they have the right characteristics to be of service.
She said that students need to be taught about the relationship between doctors and society, including the potential conflict between patients' wishes and doctors' public duty, their duty to court when giving evidence, and their duty to the public interest. She added that ethical issues should be taught from the start of the medical school curriculum.
"It would be useful and sensible to have some means of weeding out failing students who have not managed to catch on to and absorb essential ethical principles which they will be expected to practise throughout their career," she said. Oxford Journals, a division of Oxford University Press, the world's largest university press, announced that from July 2005 a range of its journals will offer an optional author-pays model.
The new system, Oxford Open, will give authors who have had manuscripts accepted the option to pay for their research articles to be made freely available online immediately on publication (www. oupjournals.org/oxfordopen).
The open access charge will be £1500 ($2800; €2200) for each article. Authors who do not want to pay will have their article published in one of the Oxford journals in the usual way.
Meanwhile, the Berkeley branch of the University of California Academic Senate published a statement of principles designed to widen access to findings from members' research (http://academic-senate.berkeley. edu/news/news.html).
The statement resolved that academic staff at the Berkeley campus would retain control of their scholarly output by retaining intellectual property rights and submitting their work with publishers who maintain "reasonable" business practices.
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An initiative of the US National Institutes of Health (NIH) to make the results of publicly funded research freely accessible to the public has triggered a backlash.
The policy, announced two weeks ago by the director of the NIH, Elias Zerhouni, encourages researchers funded by the NIH to submit their manuscripts to the free access, full text archive of PubMed Central within 12 months of their manuscripts being accepted for publication (bmj.com, 30 Doctors in India have expressed concern that health authorities are playing down the number of patients with leprosy in a bid to declare that they have eliminated leprosy as a public health problem by the end of this year.
In line with the elimination target set by the World Health Organization, the Indian health ministry has said that the prevalence of leprosy in India is expected to fall to one case per 10 000 people by December 2005.
But public health specialists cautioned last week that health authorities would meet that target only through "artful manipulation" of the definition of leprosy and by "avoiding active case detection." Government figures show that the prevalence of leprosy in India dropped from 5.3 cases per 10 000 people in 2000 to 2.44 last year. But there were still 300 000 new cases in India last year. Many are looked after by charities such as the Gandhi Leprosy Centre in Calcutta (above).
"New cases emerge almost unabated, yet we've had explicit warnings against being overenthusiastic in case detection," said Dr Jayaprakash Muliyil, professor of community medicine and principal of the Christian Medical College in Vellore, Tamil Nadu.
